St. Mary of the Angels    Sunday    Easter  VI B  5/5/24
Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48;  I John. 4:7-10;  John 15:9-17

My Brothers and Sisters,

For the past 5 weeks we have been celebrating Easter joy!

2 weeks from now, we will celebrate Pentecost joy!

And, for 1 week now, I have been celebrating 90th birthday joy!

It all began right here at SMA!
I have not been able to thank each and every one of you yet, but my heart is filled with so much gratitude for your messages, cards, gifts, -- gratitude for the festive meal of deliciously cooked food and the lovely cake with my picture on it. (I wonder who were the ones who finally ate me??) Thank you, too, for your multiple blessings which still remain after all the food is eaten -- and thank you for your love which goes on and on and on.
And love is what we will focus on today. Love!
We can’t avoid it!  Between the First Letter of St. John and the Gospel reading today, love is mentioned 18 times!  And, in our first reading from the Acts of the Apostles, we see a very good example of what love looks like in action.

To simplify what I want to say, just remember three R’s:  Receive, Remain, Respond.

First, Receive.
Receive God’s love.

God is love. God alone is love. 

All the love we have we receive from God and without God, there would be no love. 
As John, in his letter today says, “In this is love: not that we have loved God, but that [God] has loved us” and the proof of that love is that God “sent his Son as expiation for our sins.” God could show no greater love than in the total gift of his Son to us – a love-gift planned from eternity.
Now, the love that I am talking about is not the feeling of love, not that wonderful emotional feeling which stirs from within and flows out in warmth and joy.

No, the love I am talking about is an attitude, a disposition, a choice of sincerely wanting what is best for the other.  It is the way God is with us. God loves us with a love that wants the very best for each of us in a very personal way. 
Second, Remain.

It is not enough to just receive God’s love.  We are to remain in God’s love.

Jesus says, “Remain in my love,” just as Jesus remained in His Father’s love. Remaining is a conscious choice to look for God’s love everywhere and to stay with that love when recognized.  
We see God’s love all around us in the unfolding of springtime. Do we take time to allow that beauty to enter into us?  That is the “remaining”.

We see God’s love in so many people.  Do we take time to appreciate that love in gratitude?  That is the “remaining”.  
Sometimes, it is extremely difficult to see God’s love in certain cruel people.  God’s love can be so hidden.  Do I pray perseveringly that these people may experience God’s love and so have a change of heart? That is the “remaining”.
Remaining in God’s love means an increasing awareness of the presence of God in myself and everywhere.   
Third, Respond. 
Our love is always a response to God’s love. The more we are aware of receiving God’s love and remaining in God’s love, the more we will want to respond with love.  Love begets love. Jesus says, “Love one another as I have loved you” and “This I command you: love one another.”  French spiritual writer, Simone Weil, once wrote, “I’m not interested in how people speak about God; I am interested in how they speak about their [neighbor].”  I would ask, “What good is it to reverence Jesus in Eucharistic Adoration if one does not reverence Jesus in one’s neighbor?” Reverencing Jesus in one’s neighbor is responding with love.

In recent weeks, we have been watching demonstrations and disruptions on college campuses. Though unrecognized, Jesus is present there in both Jew and Palestinian.

Anger has its place in love; it is good that people feel angry and express anger. But hatred and vindictive violence do not have a place in love.

What might a loving response look like?

Our first reading from the Acts of the Apostles describes a similar tension in the early Christian Church.  It was believed that a true believer in Jesus was a Jewish Christian, i.e., that one’s Christian faith had to be built upon the Jewish faith, including observing the dietary laws and circumcision. So, when Gentiles sought to become Christians, there were leaders who insisted that they must become “Jewish” first.  It is hard for us to imagine the tension that resulted from that decision and the polarization that it threatened -- similar to polarities that are tearing our Church apart today. 
However, the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Jesus was at work. And the leaders and people took time to pay attention to what the Spirit was showing in signs and in speech. Thus, radical differences were accepted and brought into harmony. Love prevailed. 
Where there is love, there is the Spirit.

Where there is the Spirit, there is love, and the fruit of love is peace.

So, in these two weeks leading up to Pentecost, may we pray for an outpouring of the Spirit of love upon our community, our country, our church and our world. 
May we open ourselves to receive ever more of God’s love. 
May we desire to remain consciously in God’s love, and 
May we be eager to respond lovingly with God’s love.  
Then, Pentecost will truly be the Church being born once again!
                                                         Kenneth J. Hughes, SJ
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