St. Mary of the Angels   Feast of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ  6/2/24
Exod. 24:3-8;   Hebrews 9:11-15;   Mk. 14:12-16, 22-26

My Brothers and Sisters,

I am sure that you all have heard of the “Camino”, the pilgrim roads that lead to the Basilica of Santiago de Compostela in Spain.  Some of you hardy ones here, have even hiked one of those roads. Altogether, there 9 pilgrim routes, some very long, some shorter, some rigorous, others more manageable. But, for everyone, the pilgrimage is a challenge, and an accomplishment, -- and, most importantly, transformative.  By that I mean that, for every pilgrim there is some special grace from God along the way.
Right now, another pilgrimage is taking place in our own country, a Eucharistic pilgrimage, which began on May 17th and will end at Lucas Oil Stadium in Indianapolis on July 16th. There are 4 routes for this pilgrimage. One is the southern Juan Diego Route which began in Brownsville Texas and, passing through New Orleans, is coming northwards. A second is the eastern Ann Seton Route which began in New haven Ct. Then there is the northern Maria Route which started in a village at the head of the Mississippi River in northern Minnesota.  And, lastly, there is the western Junipero Serra Route, coming from Delores Basilica in California – by far the longest route of some 2,200 miles. 
Along these 4 routes, pilgrims will gather, walk or ride, holding aloft the Blessed Sacrament for worship, adoration, celebration.

The 2 month Eucharistic pilgrimage ending with a 5 day Eucharistic congress is the American bishops’ response to a Pew Report which concluded that most Catholics do not believe in the real presence of Christ in the Eucharist. Whether the report is true or not, I do not know.  How questions are asked and how questions are answered leaves much for confusion and misunderstanding. And I do question a 25 million dollar pilgrimage and congress as the best way to address this issue.
However, personally, I like the image of pilgrimage and I affirm the tremendous work involved in planning a pilgrimage. Vatican II underlined the image of our Church as being a Pilgrim Church. We are a Church on pilgrimage, walking together on the road, being led by the Spirit, open to whatever we encounter, learning from one another, getting blisters on our feet and callouses on our hands, helping one another, and greeting and reaching out to those along the roadside. As a pilgrim Church, though respecting where we have come from, we are more interested in where we are now, how we are moving, and where we are going. Our destination is nothing less than the eternal Kingdom of God, a kingdom of  universal love. 
I also, affirm that the Body and Blood of Christ is at the very center of our life.
Jesus is the Trinity’s greatest gift to us.  The Son of God coming to us in human form is God saying, “I love you so much that I want to be as close to you as you are close to your closest family members and to your closest friends.  
Jesus dying for us, is Jesus saying, “No greater love does one have than in laying down one’s life for one’s friends.  And you are my friends!”  
Even more, Jesus’ gift of Himself as Eucharist, present sacramentally in the bread and wine, is Jesus saying, I want to remind you that I am living in you, abiding in you, and I want to nourish, to feed, your soul and your heart, spirit and flesh always.

Yes, there are times when it is important and healthy to put all aside and kneel in adoration before Jesus present in the sacred host.  Then, we focus with eyes of faith to “see” Jesus there before us. With time and silence, -- and we all need time and silence -- we are drawn into a mystery that we cannot understand.  For the moment, all else falls away. We are with our Beloved One.

But, there is a caution. Jesus did not come to be adored.  Jesus came, as He said so strongly, to serve and to give his life for “the many”, meaning “all of us.”  It doesn’t make sense to “see” Jesus in the Eucharist and not “see” Him in immigrants, homeless, the poor, sick, elderly, minorities of all kinds – all who are especially vulnerable. For that matter, how can we worship Jesus in the Eucharistic bread and then consume or throw away so much food?
The Feast of the Body and Blood of Christ reminds us that we are one seamless garment of humanity and divinity.

The Body of Christ, first of all, means the Church, all people who somehow believe in Jesus.  We are the body of Christ.
The Body of Christ, secondly, means the human body of Jesus who spent 33 years walking among humanity. Jesus was the human body of God.
Thirdly, the Body of Christ refers to the Eucharist. The Eucharist is the presence of the risen Lord to us, now hidden in bread and wine.
As St. Augustine summed up the total mystery: We (the Church) are the Body of Christ receiving the Body of Christ (the Eucharist) to feed the Body of Christ (the whole world.) The three are inseparable.
Javi and Lucas, you are on this life pilgrimage with Jesus, in his Spirit, to his Father. You began that pilgrimage of faith a number of years ago right here at St. Mary of the Angels, when I baptized you and the whole community welcomed you and blessed you. But, now, you take a second, very important step, on that pilgrimage. You are asking Jesus, not only to walk with you, but to dwell in you, feed you, strengthen you on the way. You will never be alone. He will be your closest friend, if you let him. And, once again, our community rejoices for you and with you, and with your loving parents who have been guiding you along this way.
And you, my fellow pilgrims, let us rejoice in Javi and Lucas’ first communion. Let us, also, rejoice in one another, encourage one another and help one another along the way of our life pilgrimage. Let us be strengthened by the bread of life in our Eucharist today in this Mass, And, let us go forth to reverence God who is in us and is everywhere: in all people, in all places, in all the flowers, trees, birds and bunnies which have been delighting us during this season of spring.
Let us, once again, break bread together, the bread which is the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our savior --  and go forth strengthened in his love.

                                                           Kenneth J. Hughes, SJ
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