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Isaiah 53:10-11;  Hebrews 4:14-16;  Mark 10:35-45

My Brothers and Sisters,

The Real World and Make Believe World.

There is a real world and there is a make-believe world.

In a make-believe world, people, either consciously or unconsciously, pretend to be other than who they are.

When we were children, we frequently lived in that make believe world.

We pretended to be princes or princesses, knights or ladies, a boy detective like Joe or Frank Hardy or a girl detective like Nancy Drew, or superman or superwoman.

Personally, I was Sir Galahad of the Round Table saving beautiful maidens in distress! Quite a fantasy, indeed!
The important thing is that, at the end of the day, as children, we knew that we were not those make believe characters, and became, once again, the sort of ordinary boys or girls we were. We knew who we were and who we were not.
But, when grownups live in a make-believe world, they can forget who they really are, and become the make-believe other. When that happens, the ending is tragic and sad, and sometimes violent.
Donald Trump and many of his supporters live in a make-believe world of election victory. He and they pretend that the election results are false.

Consequently, we are witnessing the disastrous and destructive results of their make-believe world.

This past week, we read about wealthy parents who bribed their children into prestigious schools, pretending that their children had athletic and intellectual abilities which they did not have.  These parents may well spend time in prison and have certainly humiliated their children.
We also read of a navy engineer and his wife pretending to be ordinary citizens while selling highly classified submarine secrets to supposedly foreign agents for the sake of money. What suffering will happen to them and their two children!
The Gospel: James and John

But look at today’s Gospel. James and John live in a make-believe world too.  They pretend to be true disciples of Jesus, but all they are thinking about is their honored places in the Kingdom of God.  And, when Jesus asks them if they can drink his cup and be baptized with his baptism, -- signs of true discipleship --they immediately say, “Of course, we can!” pretending they know what Jesus is talking about, but they really don’t.  
Were they remembering Moses and Elijah on each side of Jesus on Mt. Tabor and imagining themselves as the new Moses and the new Elijah?  And were the other ten also imagining those special places for themselves.  No wonder they were angry!
So, Jesus pulls them out of their make believe world and straight forwardly describes the reality of discipleship:
Discipleship is, first of all, about service.

Secondly, that service is from below – as servants, as slaves – uncomfortable words – but this is how Jesus would serve later when he would kneel down and wash their feet. 

Ourselves

The Gospel makes us look at ourselves.  Is there a gap between who we really are and who we imagine ourselves to be?  There is probably a bit of the make-believe in all of us.  We can pretend to be better Christians than we are.  We can pretend to be smarter, wiser, more accomplished, more successful, more conscientious, more holy, more truthful, more “put together, than we actually are. Maybe, in our daydreams, we imagine ourselves saying or doing what, in fact, we never do.  The make believe world is o.k. as long as we don’t take it seriously, and, at the end of the day, like children, know who we really are – and, most, MOST importantly, love ourselves as we are.  For it is the real us – not the “make believe” us -- whom God loves
Dramatic Events

There is nothing like a death of someone close to us, a tragedy, or a serious sickness to confront us with reality: the reality of mortality, the reality of who we are with our qualities and failings, the reality of the eternity that is closer on the horizon.  Somehow, the grace of such a moment is the clarity between what is real and pretense, with a stripping away of the latter. We, then, discover that the fruit of living totally in the real is freedom.  That is hard to explain and believe. But, I remember a friend of mine years ago, when told that he had less than five years to live, said to me, at some point, he had never felt so free and had never felt so happy in his life.

I experienced the same in Sr. Nancy who has had ovarian cancer for three years now. I experience a similar joy in John Rood, who, on Thursday, began aggressive treatment for an aggressive fourth stage cancerous tumor in his sinus.  He has a long and tough road ahead, but he has shared that the love he feels far surpasses the pain. And he is bursting with joy.  He wants to share the story.
Jesus

Lastly, we look at Jesus. The first reading today is from the last Servant Song of Isaiah which is fulfilled in Jesus.

The first line is shocking!  It says, “The Lord [i.e. God] was pleased to crush him [i.e. Jesus] with infirmity.”  How can God be pleased in crushing anyone?  What kind of a God is that?  But, the Psalmist goes on, “Because of his affliction he shall see the light in fullness of days.”  That affliction was a stepping stone to the fullness of light.
In the Letter to the Hebrews, we are told that, In Jesus, we have a high priest interceding for us who has been tested in every way.  “So” the author continues, “Let us confidently approach the throne of grace to receive mercy and to find grace for timely help.”  Jesus will always be there for us!
Conclusion

The invitation, therefore, today, through recent events, through the Scripture readings and through the experience of those with serious illness, like John, is to live more fully our reality, for good or for bad, and not pretend something otherwise.  In doing so, we can be sure that, we, too, will be more free, more peaceful, and even more joyful.
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