St. Mary of the Angels    Sunday  OT 20 C  8/18/19
Jeremiah  38:4-6, 8-10;  Hebrews 12:1-4;  Luke 12:49-53
My Brothers and Sisters.
In today’s gospel, Jesus says to his disciples: “I have come to set the earth on fire, and how I wish it were already blazing!”  He then speaks of a baptism with which he must be baptized and how great is his anguish until it is accomplished.  These words help us to recall that, back at the beginning at the River Jordan, John the Baptist had spoken of the one mightier than he who was coming to baptize the people, not just with water, but “with the holy Spirit and [with]fire.”
Now, we hear in Jesus’ voice passion and urgency.  Time is running out.  The decisive moment has arrived.  Jesus did not want division.  In fact, he came to bring peace.  Wasn’t he heralded as the Prince of Peace? But, realistically, he knew that his presence and his mission to bring about the reign of God would bring division even within families.  Thus, he says, “From now on a household will be divided, three against two and two against three…”  From now on families will be divided with divisions between mothers and daughters, fathers and sons.
To understand the importance of Jesus’ words, we must put them in the context of the entire writings of St. Luke, both in his Gospel and his Acts of the Apostles.  Luke uses the expression, “From now on…” only five times in both of his writings– all five at most significant moments.
1) Mary, in her Magnificat, proclaims: “From now on all generations will call be blessed.”  Her words come right after the Annunciation, when the angel has announced to her that through her God would enter as a human into our world.  With God’s presence in Jesus, from now on the world will be radically different.
2) Then, we hear these words, “From now on …” spoken when Jesus calls Peter, James and John, the first of the disciples, to follow him. He says to Peter, “From now on you will catch [not fish, but] people.”  This is the key moment of Jesus beginning to form his new community.
3) Later, at the Last Supper, when he is about to enter his agony and death, Jesus declares, “From now on I will not drink of the fruit of the vine until the Kingdom of God comes.”  From now on he will be with us as Eucharist until the end of time.
4) And lastly, in the Acts of the Apostles, in chapter 18, St. Paul proclaims to the people, “From now on I will go to the Gentiles.”  This is the turning point in salvation history when a movement within Judaism now embraces the whole world.
So, these are key “from now on” moments in Mary’s life, in Jesus’ life, in Peter’s life, in Paul’s life, and in the Church’s life.
But, then, we might ask: Aren’t there “From now on moments” in most people lives, moments when everything is radically changed?
When St. Ignatius lay his sword at the feet of Mary at Montserrat, that was a “from now on” moment for him.  Shortly afterwards, he  asked himself, “What new life is this?” as he pondered how God was leading him.   
When St. Francis of Assisi stripped himself of all his fine clothes, that, too, was a “from now on” moment.  From now on he would become one with Brother Sun, Sister Moon, one with all creation, one with the lepers and the poor.
In our own time, when Rosa Parks sat down on a seat at the front of a bus, that was a “from now on” moment.  Never again would she acquiesce to the injustice and evil of racism.
When Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., James Bevel, Amelia Boynton, John Lewis and others crossed the Edmund Pettus Bridge on the road to Montgomery, that was a “from now on” moment for the Civil Rights Movement.
And, in our own life, what might be “from now on” moments?
Attending the college we did, choosing a work or career, our marriage, an immersion trip to Central America, involvement in a social justice program or in a charity, -- joining this community at SMA – these are all potential “from now on” moments.  (Travis coming to SMA)
“From now on” moments set a new direction for us, shape our life differently, have an affect on others.  These moments may be thrust upon us, such as with a sickness, a tragedy, a loss, but when we accept them and work with and through them they can be truly amazing “from now on” moments.
When Sr. Nancy announced six months ago that she had stage four cancer, that was certainly a “from now on” moment for her as she had to plan her life so differently.  But, on last Wednesday, after months of chemo and a surgery, she learned the miracle that she is totally free of cancer.  This is another “from now on” moment.  How will her life change now?
As we reflect on today’s Gospel, are we, as a nation, at the threshold of a “from now on” moment?
We are well aware that we are living in a time of division and desperation.  We see decisions, day after day, being made that are ruining the fabric of our country: cruelty to migrants, erosion of our environment, increasing hardships on workers, impotence in the face of gun violence, a weakening of health care, a language of ridicule and scorn.
We cannot just sit by and let human decency and human dignity perish at the hands of a few unscrupulous and unethical people of power.  We need the fire and passion that Jesus speaks of in today’s Gospel.  We need to be reminded that we, too, have a baptism of the Spirit and a baptism of fire to live “until it [new life] is accomplished.”
Sometimes, I feel impotent and discouraged, but I was uplifted by the words of recently deceased, Toni Morrison, quoted in The Boston Globe.  A few years ago, she had written:
“This is precisely the time when artists go to work.  There is no time for despair, no place for self pity, no need for silence, no room for fear.  We speak, we write, we do language.  That is how civilizations heal.”
We may not be writers or speakers.  We may not paint or draw or play music.  But we are all artists.  By that I mean that there is a creative power in each of us, a creative power of imagination that can meet our divided and wounded world and neighborhood with concern and compassion and life-giving actions – and so create a fresh environment of hope.  
Alone, we may feel powerless, but together we are strong.  We are St. Mary of the Angels strong!  The creativity of this community has already done so much to foster peace, address injustice, bring aid to the poor, advocate for education, always inviting others to participate and belong.
Is it time, then, for us renew our commitment to God, to one another, to our world that, no matter how limited we are in time and space and resources, no one will be beyond our love and compassion.  
“From now on” we renew our desire to be helpers and healers in our broken society.  From now on … from now on … from now on ...  The time is at hand.  From now on …
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