St. Mary of the Angels      Sunday  OT 13B       6/27/21
Wisdom 1:13-15; 2:23-24;  2 Corinthians 8:7,9,11-13;  Mark 5:21-43

                                 “Touching and Being Touched”

My Brothers and Sisters,

During the past 15 months of the Covid-19 Pandemic, I can’t say that I lost touch with many people.  Through zoom and skype I kept in touch with a lot of people both near and far.  But I did lose touching and being touched by many people. No shaking of hands, no hugs, no kisses, no playful taps on shoulders or high fives.  Here at SMA no holding of hands at the Our Father, no embraces at the sign of peace.  And, sadly, we hear of elderly people in nursing homes fading away because of a lack of touch with family members, especially the touch of grandchildren and great grandchildren.  No, being in touch is far different from touching and being touched.
Our two intertwined Gospel stories, today, feature much touching.

The crowd presses on Jesus

A woman reaches out to touch Jesus’s cloak.

Jesus takes a girl by the hand and raises her up.

But, there are touches and there are touches – two kinds of touches.

The crowd pressing on Jesus affects neither the crowd nor Jesus.

But a woman touching Jesus in faith affects both of them.  Jesus feels power flowing out of him and the woman feels the flow of blood stopping.

And Jesus touching the little girl sends life flowing into her body and she comes alive again.  But, it was the faith of the father that brought Jesus and his daughter together for this touch.

Touch and Faith – or, to express it another way: touching in, or with, faith.

I hope that the American bishops ponder these two Gospel stories before writing the proposed document on “Eucharistic Coherence” or “Eucharistic Worthiness.”  There is much to learn.
For example, the woman in the first story was considered contaminated—contaminated in herself with her sickness, and contaminating all whom she touched.  That didn’t seem to bother Jesus.  In being touched, he gladly let his power flow into her for healing.

Jairus’ daughter was also contaminated, contaminated by death, and she too contaminated those who touched her.  That didn’t seem to bother Jesus. By touching, he gladly let his power flow into her for new life.

The need of both was so different.

A flow of blood for 12 years in a woman needed to be stopped.

A flow of blood in a 12 year old girl needed to be started.

Jesus met both in their needs: the first, in being touched, the second, in touching – both in the context of faith.

Now, coming to the present moment…

The Eucharist is the touch of God.

The Eucharist is Jesus, as risen Lord, physically present in the bread and wine, wanting to touch and be touched.

Even if we had not sinned, it is still likely that God would have become incarnate in Jesus because God, out of love, wants to be so close to us, close enough to touch us. But, because we are sinners, God wants, out of that same love, to be close enough to heal us.   And because most of our wounds are within, the Eucharist is God’s inner touch, healing us from within.  Jesus has truly become for us the Bread of Life.
All God/Jesus asks of us is faith – a faith that says, I believe in You, I need You, I love You, and I am trying to live my best in this complicated and confusing world.
In the presence of this great mystery of God made flesh in Jesus, and Jesus made flesh in the Eucharist, we can only do what the woman with the hemorrhage did in today’s Gospel: present ourselves “in fear and trembling.”  -- not with a fear and trembling before the justice of God, but with a “fear and trembling before the awesome mercy and love of God.  It is overwhelming!
I plead with you, bishops of the United States, to approach your task “in fear and trembling” because you serve this great mercy and love of God which keeps humbling itself in Jesus’ Eucharistic presence, always ready to touch and to heal.  And may we too approach the sacrament “in fear and trembling” because we will never grasp the height and depth and breadth of God’s love made present to us.  God continues to touch us and feed us with God’s very being. 
It is so good to feel everyone’s touch again.

And so good to keep feeling the touch of God in the Eucharist we receive this day.

                                                                   Kenneth J. Hughes, SJ

                                                                   Brighton, Mass.  6/27/21 

