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Exodus 3:1-8a, 13-15;   I Corinthians 10:1-6, 10-12;   Luke 13:1-9
My Brothers and Sisters,
The readings of our Mass this morning and certain tragic events of the past week place before our eyes terrible situations of helplessness, but, both in the readings and in the events we also see signs and examples of hopefulness.
So, let us move from helplessness to hopefulness.
First, the helplessness.
From the Book of Exodus we heard of the helplessness of the Israelites enslaved and  burdened for so many years in Egypt.  
In the Gospel we heard of the helplessness of the Galileans, who coming to worship God in the Temple, were slaughtered along with the animals.  
Then, we heard Jesus speak to us of the helplessness of the 18 victims on whom the Tower of Siloam fell.  
To those past stories we can now add today’s helplessness of the 157 who lost their lives in the Ethiopian Air crash a week ago, the 50 worshippers gunned down in the two mosques in Christchurch, New Zealand, and the thousands of victims of Cyclone Idai that just swept through Malawi, Mozambique and Zimbabwe.
These tragedies of past and present expose a horrible mixture of natural disaster, human greed, and inhuman violence.
At times like this we ask that perennial question: Why do bad things happen to good people?  How can a loving and compassionate God allow such tragedies?   And where is God in the midst of so much evil, whether natural or human? 
First, let us acknowledge that, in a time of tragedy, no matter what the source, we stand in the presence of incomprehensible mysteries: the mystery of God, the mystery of good and evil, the mystery of love and suffering.  With Isaiah, we have to humbly acknowledge that God’s ways are not always our ways and God’s thoughts are not always our thoughts.  But, we are called to trust that God sees infinitely more than we do, and God sees how all our stories will turn out, and we have to trust that, in the end, as Julian of Norwich expressed it: “All shall be well, all shall be well, all manner of things shall be well.” 
But, having acknowledged that, we still can ask: does God care?  And if so, how does God show that care?
And here is the hopefulness.
From the Exodus story, we learned that God did see and did respond.  God said to Moses, “I have witnessed the affliction of my people … have heard the cry of complaint …I know well what they are suffering …I have come down to rescue them …”  And then, Gods acted, not in God’s self, but through human means.  He attracted Moses’ attention by a burning bush, called him by name, and urged him to action.
Moses was an unlikely choice.  He was an outcast, a refugee, and a murderer.  And, very significantly, he had a speech impediment, a stammer.  He asks how can he possibly speak in the name of God?  But, we know that, despite the stammer, he did speak, and so led God’s people to freedom.
In the midst of the chaos, cruelty and confusion of todays’ world, God is once again calling unlikely people to be God’s voice and to be God’s instruments of action.
Recently, a 16 year old Swedish girl, Greta Thunberg by name, has caught my attention.  Like Moses, she struggles to communicate.  Afflicted with Aspergers Syndrome, a sort of autistic condition, she once described herself as the girl who was invisible.  But, a week ago, Friday, one and a half million children from 125 countries throughout the world, inspired by her, skipped school to demonstrate against governmental and business reluctance and refusal to stop global warming and climate change.  In turn, she claims that she was inspired by the youth of Parkland, Florida, with their “March for Your Life” against government paralysis  in the presence of gun violence.  Now, she leads a children’s movement, “Fridays for Future.” Although hesitant to speak, Greta recently addressed the business leaders gathered at Davos, Switzerland.  There she told them simply but boldly, “Our house is on fire! … I want you to panic.  I want you to feel the fear I feel every day.” added, “We will not accept a life in fear and devastation. We have the right to live our dreams and our hopes.”
God chose stammering Moses.
God has chosen 15 year old Greta Thunberg with Aspergers Syndrome.
God has chosen to speak and act through Ms. Jacinda Ardern, the compassionate Prime Minister of New Zealand.
God is choosing other young women who have been kept voiceless too long in politics and religion.
So, does God care?  Just consider whom God is choosing and what God is doing!
But also, in today’s Gospel Jesus has something else to show and something else to say to all of us.
Jesus shows us a barren fig tree and Jesus says to us: “Repent.”.
The fig tree represented Israel, barren and fruitless.
The owner was God.
The gardener was Jesus, begging for one more year of care.  In the end, he watered the ground with his blood.  In the Eucharist, we drink that blood for life.  Dare we ask: Does God care?
Then Jesus twice tells his disciples -- and us: “Repent.”  We may think he means, “Stop sinning,” “Be converted,” “Change your ways,” But these expressions do not capture the full meaning of the Greek word here, “Metanoia”
“Noia” means mind, thinking, attitude.
“Meta” means beyond.
Just as we say metaphysics is beyond physics, so “metanoia” means going beyond our too often narrow-minded, shortsighted, and limited thinking and attitude toward our world and its people.
In the presence of increasing air pollution, Jesus calls us to stretch our minds to see the big picture of how we are destroying creation.
In the presence of white nationalism, Christian fundamentalism and Catholic clericalism, Jesus calls us to enlarge our hearts to embrace all people of all races, religions and cultures.
In the presence of the unbridled greed of corporations and CEO’s, Jesus calls us to open out our hands to welcome, bless, and uplift those weighed down by poverty, disease and depression.
Amazingly, helplessness moves to hopefulness when it passes through big minded, large hearted and open handed people of faith.
That is why we gather this morning at St. Mary of the Angels.  We come to be strengthened by word and sacrament in order to show the world that God is present, God is love, and God is acting.  And God does so through the unlikeliest people such as you and me, --  and in the unlikeliest places as right here in Egleston Square, Roxbury, Massachusetts, USA.
Indeed, as we sang in our Responsorial Hymn, “Our Lord is kind and merciful.”
