
St. Mary of the Angels   Sunday Easter VII A  5/21/23
Acts 1:12-14;  I Peter 4:13-16;  John 17:1-11a

My Brothers and Sisters,

As we gather on this Seventh Sunday after Easter, I know that I have called this particular time “In Between Time.”

“In Between Time” because
Spring is coming to an end, but summer has not yet begun.

The school year is ending but vacations have not yet started.
Among other graduations, we stand between Diana’s graduation yesterday and Josue’s graduation tomorrow. 

And Josue and other Jesuits stand between diaconate ministry and priesthood ordination.

Liturgically, we stand between Ascension Day last Thursday and Pentecost next Sunday. 

In this “In Between Time” we do as the apostles and disciples of our first reading did, gather to pray together with Mary.
“In Between Time” is a time to pause 
   to look back in gratitude, 
   to look ahead in hope and expectation, and especially 
   to rejoice in the present glory of God, the theme of today’s readings.  For God’s glory is nothing less than God’s boundless love. And we do not have to look far to experience God’s love in the beauty of springtime and the generosity of people.
The Jesuit who lives in the room beside me is also in “In Between Time”.  He has just finished his studies for the year and is about to return to Poland for ordination to the priesthood – and then return. 
But, last week “in between”, he knocked on my door and announced that he was about to wash the four windows of his room and thought the six in my room should be added.  For he said, washing ten windows would be no problem for him and he would be happy to do so.  
Needless to say, I was thrilled – even more so with the results!  He not only washed the windows inside and out, but washed the screens as well, so that all was sparkling clean and the sun pours into my room as never before. 
Here is glory, not only the glory of clean windows, but the glory of seeing so clearly the glorious woods outside, and, most important, experiencing the glory of my generous neighbor.  For when we experience beauty and love, we experience the glory of God.
Peter in his First Letter today and Jesus in the Gospel speak much about glory.  Peter speaks of glory 3 times and Jesus 6 times.

Jesus speaks of glory as He is about to suffer and die and soon to rise.

He says, “Father, the hour has come. Give glory to you Son so that your Son may glorify you.”  He also says, “Glorify me, Father, with the glory that I had with you before the world began.” And He adds that He has also been glorified in his disciples.
There is a glory in suffering and death, and

There is a glory in rising to new life.

There is glory all around us.

We have seen the glory of God in the people of Ukraine struggling to defend their country against a cruel invasion.

We have seen the glory of God in families struggling to reach the border of our country for safety and a better life.
We see the glory of God in doctors, nurses, teachers, police, social workers caring for the well-being of others.

We see the glory of God in those politicians who ARE striving for the common good.

We see the glory of God in those, young and old, who volunteer for charitable works in church and city.

Personally, I saw the glory of God in my neighbor who cleaned my windows and in the woman at the Registry of Motor Vehicles who was so patient with me while I was renewing my license.

I see the glory of God right here as we greet and welcome one another before, during, and after the Mass.

St. Irenaeus is credited with saying that the glory of God is a man or woman fully alive.  We were created for glory and created to give God glory.
We pray the doxology: “Glory be to the Father, the Son and Holy Spirit…”

We sing each Sunday “Glory to God in the highest…”

St. Ignatius urged us to do all ad Majorem Dei Gloriam – for the greater glory of God. 
In prayer and song and action we give God glory by our love and generosity.

We have the power to make God be present to others.  “Ubi Caritas, ibi Deus est”.  “Where there is love, there is God.”

Jesus’ whole life and death gave glory to his Father.

May our whole life also give glory to God by who we are and what we do. 
We can and do give glory to God through the power of the Spirit who is with us, and whose coming in wind and fire, we will celebrate joyfully next Sunday.

And so we are able to cry, “To God be the glory!”

                                                          Kenneth J. Hughes, SJ

                                                          Brighton, Mass.  5/21/23


