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Acts 7:55-60;  Revelation 22:12-14;  John 17:20-26
My Brothers and Sisters,
In this mornings’ reading from the Book of Revelation, the evangelist John hears Jesus say to him: “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end.”
Do you remember at the beginning of our Easter Vigil Mass seven weeks ago, in the church entranceway, by the light of the new fire, I spoke similar words while tracing the sign of the Cross on the new paschal candle. 
With the vertical stroke, I said, “Christ yesterday and today.”
With the horizontal stroke, I said, “The Beginning and the End.”
Then above the vertical: “the Alpha” and below: ‘the Omega.”
When we bless ourselves with the sign of the Cross, we also trace  vertical and horizontal lines.  We begin with the vertical: ”In the name of the Father and of the Son.”  Then, we move to the horizontal: “and of the Holy Spirit.”
There is a fullness of faith expressed in those two dimensions: the vertical and horizontal.
The vertical points to the oneness between Father and Son.  Jesus says today, “As you, Father, are in me and I in you…”  The vertical points to our rootedness in God and in Jesus, and points to our firm and constant Christian tradition, to the Creed we believe in, to the wisdom of the Church in which we worship.
The horizontal points to the outward movement of the Holy Spirit who carries out the desire of Father and Jesus today: “that they all may be one,” “that they all may be one as we are one,” “that they may be brought to perfection as one.”  The movement of the Spirit is outwards to gather all into oneness.
The tension between the downward rootedness in God/Jesus and the outward movement of the Spirit must be kept in healthy balance, --must not be polarized as we see too often in both politics and in religion, even in our Church.
Word and Sacrament, prayer and reflection are important to keep the vertical dimension alive and vibrant.  But evangelization and the ministry of compassion and justice are important, in a horizontal movement, to bring life and hope to others, especially to those most wounded and forgotten.
Too often, those who live the piety and devotion of the vertical do not let  the wind of the Spirit move them beyond the safe and familiar.
And, too often, those who begin to follow the Spirit outwards, can lose patience and perseverance because they have neglected the deepening of faith.
Vertical and horizontal.  They go together.  But, every now and then, the Spirit has to descend to push us as Church beyond our comfort zone.
We see this right from the beginning of the Christian community.
In the Acts of the Apostles, which we have been reading since Easter, the Spirit of God pushed the new found community to embrace Gentiles.  This was radical. How could they do so when it was religiously illegal and morally sinful, to associate with Gentiles?  It was only after Peter had a vision of a sheet with all the animals of the world lowered before him and he was commanded to eat, that he realized that all creation was good.  God did not create good and bad people, insiders or outsiders, nor pure and impure animals.  Peter had to experience the vision three times before he understood and accepted and embraced the Gentiles as God’s good creatures.  This new understanding he passed on to the Church.
But, another crisis soon followed.  The traditionalists claimed that all Gentile men  had to be circumcised as circumcision was a sign of the Covenant.  The progressives, however, saw that the Spirit was leading the Church beyond this legal restriction, that salvation was in Jesus, not in the observance of Jewish Law.  The Spirit finally won.  The Council of Jerusalem accepted this new freedom.
In recent times, Vatican II was another decisive moment of tension, a tension that remains to this very day.  Basically, the question was and is: will the Church to be a bastion fighting against the evils of secularism in today’s world, or, will the Church enter more deeply into this changing culture and work from within and through it?  The Fathers of Vatican II, following the wind of the Spirit, chose to move outwards to bring the Good News to all people through and in existing cultures.  
Pope Francis represents this movement of the Spirit as he warmly embraces all peoples and seeks how to bring closer those who have been alienated by scandal and secularism, or those whom Church law has pushed aside.  This tension is concretized in the Eucharist.  Is the Eucharist a merit badge for good behavior, or, is the Eucharist divine medicine for wounded souls?  Vertical vs. horizontal.
Yes, we need the vertical, but not remain there.  The Spirit keeps calling us outwards.
Next Sunday is Pentecost Sunday.  We will celebrate the wind and fire of that first Pentecost.  But, we might ask: are we needing another Pentecost, such as the first one, such as at the Council of Jerusalem, such as at Vatican II?  Surely, the people of God, in today’s clerical abuse crisis with its multitude of victims is crying out for a new Pentecost where the Spirit can lead us to a new and more vibrant way of being Church.  (Our own Susan Reynolds wrote on this recently.)  To stay in the past or in the present is not how the Spirit works.  We must look to the future. Jesus’ desire and prayer, “that they all may be one” remains unfulfilled. How will we offer the richness of past and present to the life-giving breath of the Spirit for the future?
On this threshold of Pentecost, then, may we ask for and be open to the wind and fire of the Spirit which we so desperately need.  Will we listen to the words today from the Book of Revelation: “The Spirit and the bride say, ‘Come.’  Let the hearer say, ‘Come.’  Let the one who thirsts come forward, and the one who wants it, receive the gift of life-giving water.”  And so we pray, “Come, Holy Spirit.  Fill the hearts of your faithful and renew in us the fire of your love.  Amen.”
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