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Acts 5:27-32, 40b-41;  Revelation 5:11-14;   John 21:1-19
My Brothers and Sisters,  
Last Sunday, many of us from St. Mary of the Angels attended the Ignatian Volunteer Corps’ annual Della Strada Awards dinner at Boston College High School.  A large group of IVC members, family and friends gathered to celebrate four honorees, our own Kitty and Joe, among them.  While it was officially an IVC affair, in reality it was more like a St. Mary of the Angels celebration with a few other people added.  After all, Dave, with the support of Karen, organized the affair, Joe and Kitty were honored, I celebrated the Mass.  Jerrolyn was a reader, Joe and Kitty Eucharistic ministers, and it was obvious where the St. Mary’s people were seated because the noise level there was more than a little higher and the cheering more audible.  And I think that I can safely say that those who had to be absent for various  reasons were very, very present in spirit.  Once again, it was vintage, yet typical, St. Mary’s engagement with the wider Christian community.
Last Sunday’s experience is a fitting introduction to today’s Gospel from the final chapter of St. John.
St. Matthew and St. Mark conclude their Gospels with Jesus sending forth his disciples into the whole world to proclaim the Good News to every creature.  John, however, concludes his Gospel with a healthy breakfast of bread and fish, around a warm fire, followed by a quiet conversation about love and caring for lambs and sheep.
The Jesus of Matthew and Mark emphasizes mission, a going outwards – way out to the world’s end.
The Jesus of John invites to community.
Matthew and Mark’s Jesus urges preaching the Gospel.
John’s Jesus urges living the Gospel
Mathew and Mark’s Jesus seems to be interested in teaching and passing on the faith.  This Jesus wants missionaries.
John’s Jesus seems to be more interested in showing love.  This Jesus wants friendship.
Both dimensions, the outward and the inward, are important, and both are evident here.  St. Mary of the Angels is first of all a caring community right here within, but it is also a community of missionaries moving outwards into the wider neighborhood.
Since we will be spending our next six Sundays through Pentecost right up to and including Trinity Sunday, with St. John’s Gospel, it might be helpful to briefly look at the three important questions that Jesus asks in this Gospel and which each of us must respond to – at least from time to time.
The first question, at the beginning, in the very first chapter of the Gospel, is the question Jesus asks Andrew and his unnamed companion: “What are you looking for?”  This question is an important beginning.  In fact, these are the very first words Jesus speaks in John’s Gospel
What ARE we looking for?
What are our deepest desires, our deepest longings, our most compelling dreams?
What gives and will give most meaning to our life?
What do we want to hand over to God at the end of our life?
What will be our legacy?
I call this first question the question about HOPE
It is about our dreams. 
The second question comes further along towards the end of chapter 6 of the Gospel.  Jesus has just said to the crowd that, “Unless you eat my flesh and drink my blood, you will not have life in you,” and so many turned away from him.  To the silent and hesitant Apostles, Jesus then asks, “Will you also go away?”
This is the turning point in the Gospel.  Jesus has presented himself, not as a powerful Messiah, but as a vulnerable friend.  So many wanted neither weakness nor intimacy, and so walked away.  Jesus must have held his breath until Peter replied, “To whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life.”
Who is Jesus for us?
Do we see in Him both Lord of creation, suffering servant, and our friend?
Do we want to be close to someone who talks about being raised up on a cross?
Are we comfortable being his friend—that close?
Do we trust Him with our life and our future?
I call this second question, the question about FAITH.
It is about our belief in Jesus: who He is for us., -- and our commitment to him.
The third question is the question of today’s Gospel.  It comes at the end.  Jesus asks Peter (and us), “Do you love me?”  It is an urgent question.  He asks it three times.
After his terrible failure, Peter is hesitant to state his love too strongly, but he does state it.  And it is all the more precious because he knows what it is to fail in love. 
And how is love expressed? As St. Ignatius mentions in his Contemplation on Love, love is shown more by deeds than words.  Love of Jesus needs to be expressed in caring for God’s lambs and sheep, especially the most vulnerable ones.
Do we love and want to love Jesus?
Are we caring for others in our work and ministry?
We do not have to go far to be lovers. It begins at home, in the community, with those beside us.
Obviously, this third question is about LOVE.
It is about giving ourselves to Gog/Jesus.
St. Paul, in his First Letter to the Corinthians, wrote: “Faith, hope, love remain, these three; but the greatest of these is love.”  (I Cor. 13:13)
Love is the final word.  And it begins at home.
Today is Travis’ last day with us.  I don’t need to say that you have loved him and that he has loved you.  I will let him speak for himself before the announcements.
And before the final blessing, we will bless him with the blessing of our love.
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