St. Mary of the Angels   Easter III B  4/14/24
Acts 3:13-15, 17-19;   I Jn. 2:1-5a;  Luke 24:35-48

My Brothers and Sisters,

The total eclipse of the sun this past week was a spectacular event; but, for us Christians it symbolized something more.

First, the blocking out of the sun reminded us of that first Good Friday, when, as St. Mark tells us in his Gospel, “At noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon.”  Darkness reigned then for some three hours; this time for only four minutes. 
But, four minutes is long enough to remind us, secondly, that all nature follows the eternal plan of God.  This particular event was predicted long, long ago, both the arc of places affected and the timing of the eclipse.  God, Creator of all nature, Creator of night and day, Creator of darkness and light, of moon and stars and sun, orders and arranges all things according to His divine plan.  Nothing in nature, whether great or small, ever happens by accident.
As such, this eclipse event is a good introduction to our Gospel reading today of Jesus appearing in the upper room to the gathered disciples because He tells them that everything concerning his life, death and resurrection also followed the arranged plan of God, a plan already laid out and predicted, and could be found – if they paid attention --in the Law of Moses, in the prophets, and in the Psalms, namely, that, --as we read today,-- “the Christ (Messiah) would suffer and rise from the dead on the third day and that the repentance of sins would be preached in his name to all the nations …”

Now, Jesus was doing there in the upper room, what He had been doing all along in all the previous individual Resurrection appearances: opening their minds to understand the Scripture.
Before the upper room encounter, Jesus had been meeting only individuals and small groups: a few women, Mary Magdalene, Peter, two disciples on the road to Emmaus, a group of fishermen. All these individual encounters finally lead us to this community encounter in the upper room. Here is Jesus’ final appearance and is truly the climax of all the Resurrection stories.
And that is what happens each Sunday here at SMA.  During these Easter weeks you all, I am sure, have had personal encounters with the risen Lord though you may not be fully aware of them.  But reflect!
Have there been occasions when you glimpsed or felt something or someone more, than what or who was before your eyes? Was God somehow in that “more”?
If you watched the eclipse, did you have a feeling of wonder? Wonder is a sign of God’s presence.
Has the explosion of forsythia and dogwoods this past week brought you a surge of joy as it has for me?  Surges of joy point to God acting.
These weeks, did you meet anyone who surprised you by a thoughtful action or a warm greeting, surprised you with an unexpected and welcome email?  A happy surprise is usually a sign of divine presence.

Have you recently listened to a piece of music or seen a work of art or read a poem that stirred your soul? Soul stirrings are surely a sign of the Spirit’s presence.
Have you felt nudged to do some act of kindness?  You can be sure, too, that the Spirit of Jesus is in those nudges.

This past week, I made my annual retreat at our retreat house in Gloucester.  I watched a powerful nor’easter such as I have never seen before. Tremendous waves kept rolling in, curling and crashing before me. What I saw, at first, as waves upon waves of the ocean became waves upon waves of God’s love constantly coming toward me. 

God was in the storm. Love was in the waves.
All these experiences are individual, personal experiences of our risen Lord and his love.  But, now, we here at SMA gather as the disciples did, -- not in an upper room, but in a lower room.  We gather now as a community of disciples, and Jesus comes to us as surely and as miraculously as He did at Easter – in His transformed flesh and blood now in the Eucharist, which we will not only see and touch, but receive into ourselves.
The same awesome encounter between Jesus, risen Lord, and his community of disciples in the upper room happens once again – here and now.

And He reminds us, as he reminded his disciples, that He comes to bring peace, shalom, God’s peace, a peace of heart and soul. 

He comes to forgive sins, which get in the way of that peace, --not the litany of sins that we can too quickly draw up, -- but to forgive us the ways in which our lives can veer away from our total love relationship with God.  Remember that the word sin in the gospel is an image taken from archery, meaning “to miss the target.”  Sin is whatever makes us miss the target of loving with all our heart God and one another in God.
So, just as God has a plan for the universe and all creation to be brought into harmonious and eternal glory, and
just as God had a plan for Jesus to show us what the love of God looks like -- and is!

so God has a plan for each one of us.  
And, just as God arranges eclipses of the sun and orders all creation, and just as God arranged the incarnation, life, death and resurrection of His Son, God is ordering and arranging all things for our eternal happiness.  And God, in Jesus, is guiding us along the way.

So, may we be attentive to his personal appearances.

And, may we rejoice that we have here in our community, a place where Jesus, over and over appears, offers peace, forgives sin, and even more, finds a home in us. 
It is for us, then, to welcome Him even as we welcome one another. 
Once again, the Easter mystery is taking place here among us.
                                                                    Kenneth J. Hughes, SJ
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