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My Brothers and Sisters,
In our opening prayer today, we prayed, “…that all [Christians] may grasp and rightly understand
in what font they have been washed,
by whose Spirit they have been reborn,
by whose blood they have been redeemed…”
“In what font they have been washed”   Baptism.
“By whose Spirit they have been reborn”  Confirmation.
“By whose blood they have been redeemed”  Eucharist.
You will notice that each phrase is in the past tense, but actually, each of these phrases and each of these sacraments express an ongoing reality – right now!
Baptism was not just once in the past.  Every day, we are being immersed in the life of the Holy Trinity.
Confirmation was not just once in the past. Every day we are being reborn by the power of the Holy Spirit.
And, in each Eucharist, we are now being renewed and redeemed through the Body and Blood of Jesus.
Like the unfolding and blossoming of spring around us, there is an unfolding and blossoming of divine life taking place within us, day by day.  In springtime, as we have seen this week, nature reveals an outward beauty that catches our attention and, sometimes, in wonder, makes us hold our breath.  During Eastertide a similar beauty takes place in our souls.  Do we, even a little, see, grasp and understand what is happening?
That original Easter was the first day of God’s new creation – we might call it God’s second creation.
The Easter Gospels emphasize, over and over, that all took place on the first day of the week, that Jesus rose from the dead on the first day of the week, that Jesus met various people in various places, all on the first day of the week.  This is to remind us of the first day of the first creation when God made light, a light which separated day from night.  Now, in the second creation, the Light who is Christ,  separates life from death.  Amazingly, this second creation is more powerful than the first!
We, too, gather on this first day of the week, to celebrate this new creation, this new life.
But, as the Easter Gospels reveal, how slow the friends of Jesus were to grasp and understand this new creation taking place.  And how slow we Christians today are too.
John, in his Gospel, understood this slowness. So, everything had to take place twice.
When Peter and the Beloved Disciple ran to the empty tomb and looked in, the Beloved Disciple had to look a second time before he really “saw” and believed in Jesus’ resurrection.
When Mary Magdalene met the gardener, she had to turn twice before she recognized that the gardener was Jesus.
And, when Jesus, in today’s story, entered the locked room, he had to say to his disciples, “Peace be with you” twice.  
The first time, he had to allay their fear.  “Do not be afraid.” 
But, the second time, he went further and empowered them.  He breathed the Holy Spirit into them so that they would have the courage and strength to continue his mission of bringing about the Kingdom of his Father on this earth, a Kingdom of forgiveness and justice, a Kingdom of love and compassion.  As we look around at our church, country and world, how very slowly this Kingdom is growing!  But, we have hope.
The Ignatian Volunteer Corps, IVC, represents and symbolizes that second “seeing” of what the resurrection of Jesus means, that second turning to Jesus in love and friendship, and that second receiving of the peace and power of the Holy Spirit to continue God’s dream for all God’s people.  
In the second part of our life, -- where many of us are -- IVC offers that opportunity to live the Gospel vision of God which Jesus lived and died for, and which Jesus empowers us to live and sacrifice for.  Only those involved can grasp and understand both the gift and the privilege of continuing Jesus’ mission – both the beauty and the terror of it.
Within this context, in a special way, we honor and celebrate four people who have “seen” the Easter miracle, who have turned to Jesus, and who have received the Holy Spirit, and so have been laboring for many years with God in God’s ongoing creation.  
Kitty, Joe, Angela, Frank, 
God, Father, Son and Spirit, thank you for your commitment and labor over these years.
All of us here:  IVC members, family and friends, celebrate you in this Eucharist, celebrate you with a festive meal, and celebrate you with well deserved awards. 
And present in spirit, I am sure, are all those people whom, over the years, you have raised up from the margins of life, -- all those to whom you have been an instrument of hope – leading to new life.
May your example inspire and encourage all of us to keep seeking the mystery of God, to keep turning to Jesus, and to be open to receive God’s empowering Spirit.  In doing so, we, too, will share in the joy of God and in that deeper peace and happiness that God wants for all of us.  
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