St. Mary of the Angels    Sunday    Advent IV C    12/19/21
Micah 5:1-4a;   Hebrews 6: 10:5-10;  Luke 1:39-45

My Brothers and Sisters,

Our theme for this fourth Sunday of Advent is peace and justice.

I will offer a few words about peace.

After communion, Sr. Katherine will speak about justice.

As you know, peace and justice go together.

There can be no peace without justice.

And Saint Pope John Paul II would add: there can be no justice without forgiveness.

The mystery we celebrate at Christmas is how far – so wonderfully far -- God has gone in forgiving us so that we, in turn, might foster justice and thus live in peace.

Surely, God’s desire is that we all live in peace together.

As Dante wrote in “The Divine Comedy”: “God’s will is our peace.”

We want peace too, but it always seems beyond our grasp – mostly because we do not work hard enough for justice.  We look to people of power to establish justice but so often they fail for power tends to be self-serving.
In today’s first reading from the prophet Micah, God offers a different way and sets new tone. God says, “You Bethlehem-Ephrathah too small to be among the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel.” 
Bethlehem-Ephrathah is too small, too insignificant, to the world, but God chooses her for God’s new beginning. 
And God also chooses a woman who is too old and another woman who is too young, and God Himself will become a baby who is too vulnerable.  God’s ways are not our ways.  God chooses the kind of heart, the kind of soil, that he can work with.  The world does not recognize loving hearts nor notices the fertile soil of humility.

But, God is writing a new story.
And we are part of that story. We of St. Mary of the Angels are too few to carry out the work which needs to be done more than ever.  But God still chooses us, in our littleness, as he chose Bethlehem and Elizabeth and Mary.

St. Mary of the Angels?  Good grief!  We are only a basement covered over with a roof! And a leaky one at that! What kind of a church is that!
It doesn’t matter. In the midst of an unsettled neighborhood, St. Mary’s has always symbolized peace, with its garden dedicated to peace, and its countless prayer vigils for peace, and now, designated as a place to receive guns in order to reduce crime in the city for the sake of peace.
At this time in Advent, we commit ourselves, once again, to peace.

And the Scripture offers us two helpful suggestions:

First, to say what the author of the Letter to the Hebrews says twice: “Behold, I come to do your will, O God.”  (repeat)

And, secondly, to do what Elizabeth did to Mary three times: speak words of blessing in or from our hearts.

Elizabeth said to Mary: “Blessed are you among women,”

                                      “Blessed is the fruit of your womb.”

                                      “Blessed are you who believed …”                                       

Blessings affirm God’s presence in the other and God’s presence in oneself. 
Seeking and doing the will of God each day and blessing from our hearts those whom we meet may seem like small steps to peace.  But, nothing is too small, too old, too weak, too few, too deficient, for God to work with.  We rejoice because truly “His will is our peace,” and God’s asks us to help Him to bring about peace in His and our world.
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