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My brothers and sisters,

Our Gospel begins: “On a Sabbath Jesus went to dine at the home of one of the leading Pharisees, and the people there were observing him carefully.”

In that one brief sentence, I see four red flags:

1) It’s the Sabbath.

2) Home of a leading Pharisee.

3) Jesus is always an uncomfortable guest when eating with big shots.

4) The people were observing him carefully.  

Why were they observing him so carefully?  Seems like they know a test is coming.

And, indeed, there was a test which, unfortunately has been omitted here in today’s Gospel. And needs to be told.

The text continues: “In front of [Jesus} there was a man suffering from dropsy.”

Everyone there –including Jesus -- knows that Jesus is caught between the Sabbath Law and Compassion.

So, Jesus asks a question: “Is it lawful to cure on the Sabbath or not?”  Silence!

Jesus cures the man and sends him away.

He asks again: “Who among you, if your son or ox falls into a cistern, would not immediately pull him out on the Sabbath day?”    Again, silence!

Jesus’ unanswered questions reveal to them just how selfish they are.  The Law applies to other people, but not to themselves and to their own interests.  They think that they are above the law.  Sound familiar??
And, talking about selfishness, -- while the guests were observing him, Jesus was observing them and noted how they were jockeying for the more honored places at table.

In response, Jesus, first, shares some worldly wisdom: Look! It is better to be invited higher than to be forced to go lower. Why not begin lower down? Good advice!
But, then, Jesus moves to the real issue and shares divine wisdom.

He is asking: at whose table and at what place do you want to sit in the Kingdom of God? Where do you want to sit for all eternity?  That eternity begins right now.

At God’s table,  -- as Jesus says, -- will sit “the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind.”

Remember what Mary said in her Magnificat: “[God] has cast down the mighty from their thrones, and has lifted up the lowly.  He has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he has sent away empty.”

Remember what Jesus pronounced in his Beatitudes and Woes:  Blessed are you who are poor … you who are now hungry …you who are now weeping … you when people hate you and when they exclude you …”
But “woe to you who are rich … are filled … who laugh … and when people speak well of you …”

Remember the story of the rich man and Lazarus. After their deaths, Abraham tells the rich man, “My child, remember that you received what was good during your lifetime while Lazarus received what was bad, but now he is comforted here, whereas you are tormented.”  Obviously, for many, as Isaiah says, “[God’s] thoughts are not [our] thoughts, nor [our] ways [God’s] ways.” (Is. 55:8) Are we seeing as God sees?
The table and the meal symbolize our relationship with God and with all humanity.

How close are the wounded and unfortunate to our minds, our hearts, and our actions?

Jesus is saying that our choices now are the choices we will live with for all eternity.  God has made clear God’s choice.  Jesus lived God’s choice. Jesus died for God’s choice.  And for all that we might fear to lose out of now, Jesus promises that we “will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.”

Isn’t it worth sacrificing much now for the joy that is to come forever?
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