St. Mary of the Angels     The Most Holy Trinity   6/4/23
Exodus 34:4b-6,  8-9;  II Corinthians 13:11-13;   John 3:16-18

My Brothers and Sisters,

Last Sunday, after the community Mass, I walked over to nearby Chandler Pond and sat for some time.  It was quiet, peaceful. Gradually, several realizations came to me.

First, I had a feeling of oneness, a feeling of a harmony with all creation – with the sky and the passing clouds, with the water, trees, birds, and small animals.  I felt – not just knew – that we all belonged to one another and to God.
Then, I was aware that all nature had something to reveal of itself and of God its creator.  I was aware that there was “something” more to see beyond the visible, something hidden from my eyes.

Then, as more birds came out of hiding, I became convinced that all nature wants to be found, to be seen, to be appreciated, and to be loved.  At the same time, I sensed that all nature and even God are playing a game of hide and seek. The birds hide in the trees, the trees hide in the forest and God is hiding everywhere.

But, as you know from your childhood experience, that, while it is fun to hide, it is more fun to be found.  In fact, the biggest disaster is not to be found at all.  One must be careful to not seek the perfect hiding place, lest one never be found.

Robert Frost wrote a poem about the game of hide and seek which he aptly entitled, “Revelation.”  He says that we humans can hide ourselves behind “light” words and “teasing” humor, but our hearts are “agitated” until someone knows us and loves us for who we are.  We all want to be found my someone.
In his poem, Frost concludes:

“… so with us all, from babes that play

   at hide and seek to God afar.

So all who hide too well away

   must speak and tell us where they are.”

Notice that he includes both “the babes that play” and “God afar” -- both “must speak and tell us where they are.”

Is that why God reveals God’s Self in a trinity of persons?

God wanted to be found and so first revealed God’s Self as Father of the universe.

If we want to find Him, we must contemplate nature

Even more, God wanted to be close to us in friendship and so became incarnated in Jesus of Nazareth – now risen Lord.

If we want to find Him, we must read the Scriptures.

And even more, God wanted to dwell inside us and so came as Spirit breathing his gifts of peace and joy and kindness within us.

If we want to find Him, we must enter within our souls in prayer

The Father to be contemplated in nature.

The Son to be known through Scripture.

The Spirit to be tasted in prayer.

All three, in personal ways, expressing eternal Love.

Is God too well hidden away, or, are we just slow in seeking and finding?

Are we looking for God in “perfect” hiding places when God is actually hiding in plain sight – in people and places all around us and within our very selves?

Are we taking time to look?

Just as with children, God delights in being found and only wishes that we played “hide and seek more often.” God would love to play it all the time! – especially the finding part!
May this Feast of the Holy Trinity remind us that the Holy Three are indeed “speaking and telling us where they are.”  They invite us to play the game and enjoy the fun.  There is so much more to discover about God, about our world, and about ourselves.  As St. John reminds us today: “God so loved the world that he sent his only son so that everyone who believes in him might … have eternal life.” 

Eternal life is nothing less than finding and being found by our God who comes to us as loving father, beloved son and love-breathing Spirit.

Let the game begin!  First, we must seek the God as Son hidden in the bread and wine. He is waiting and wanting to be found there. 
                                                            Kenneth J. Hughes, SJ

                                                            Brighton, Mass.  6/4/23

