St. Mary of the Angels     Sunday OT 26 A   9/27/20
Ezekiel 18:25-28;  Philippians 2:1-11;  Matthew 21:28-32

My Brothers and Sisters,

Exactly 100 years ago this coming November, Irish poet William Butler Yeats published his brilliant and dramatic poem, “The Second Coming” in a magazine called “The Dial.”  He composed the poem shortly after the end of World War I in 1919, a war which cost the lives of over 16 million people.  And, despite the armistice, already seeds of fascism and totalitarianism were being sown in a soil too ripe for violence.

In his poem, Yeats described the emerging chaos with vivid images.  He wrote:
“Things fall apart; the centre cannot hold;

Mere anarchy is loosed upon  the world,

The blood-dimmed tide is loosed, and everywhere

The ceremony of innocence is drowned;

The best lack all conviction, while the worst

Are full of passionate intensity.”

One hundred years later, has anything changed?  Is history once again repeating itself?
Are we not seeing that “things are falling apart?”  Our Government, The Justice Department, The Senate, even The Supreme Court?

“The centre cannot hold.”  We are so polarized, so antagonistically divided as a nation and as Church.  Where are our common Christian beliefs and values?
“The ceremony of innocence is drowned.”  Those who stand up for truth and justice and peace, those who protest against prejudice, are cyber bullied, physically abused, and even killed.
“The best lack all conviction.”  Racism especially succeeds because of so many good but silent white people, while beliefs are muted or shifted for political expediency.
“The worst are full of passionate intensity.”  Here we include not just  ignorant racists and rabble rousers but also  powerful politicians and narrow minded church leaders.

Yeats’ response to his seemingly hopeless situation was to proclaim the Second Coming of Christ.  As he put it:

“Surely some revelation is at hand;

Surely the Second Coming is at hand.”

No, I do not believe the Second Coming is at hand now, just as it was not at hand a hundred years ago.  I do not believe that God is going to say, “That’s enough” and bring all creation to an end with Christ coming to separate the sheep from the goats for all eternity.  No, God, like the father in today’s Gospel is giving all of us a chance to change our mind and our behavior to become the kind of people God wants us to be and labor in his vineyard.

The second reading today from St. Paul’s Letter to the Philippians gives God’s response to all the evil we have done and are doing in our world.

God came as the vulnerable one.  In Jesus, God emptied himself of the power of divinity.  In Jesus, God took the form of a slave – yes, a slave!  In Jesus, God humbled himself and became obedient to the divine plan which meant willing to be crucified rather than meet violence with violence – willing to meet hate only with love.  God does not abandon us but God will not use dominant power to conquer the present evil.  
In the face of so much greed, abuse of power, violence and hate, God in Jesus stands with us in this critical moment of our history.  The Spirit of Jesus joins us, and walks with us with steadfast love and kindness, and compassion.  God in his eternal Word has been doing this, not for just a hundred years, but for thousands and thousands of years.

The history of salvation has been and is a long, slow process.  But God is patient.  And so must we be patient – patient and steadfast in love, kindness, and compassion.  St. Paul says today, “ … complete my joy of being of the same mind, with the same love, united in heart, thinking one thing.”
Even as we pray for a peaceful and promising election process, we keep our eyes on a further horizon, the horizon that Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr saw in his famous dream.  After dreaming of racial equality and national harmony, he went on to paraphrase the Prophet Isaiah.
“I have  a dream that one day every valley shall be exalted, every hill and mountain shall be made low, the rough places will be made plain, and the crooked places will be made straight, and the Glory of the Lord shall be revealed and all flesh shall see it together.”

Then, he added, “This is our hope.”

It is our hope too.  It is God’s hope.  Let us keep our eyes on that further horizon. For that, we need steadfast love and we need one another for the journey is long and the road is rough.
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